Date: Thu, 22 Jul 2004 09:02:31 -0700 
From: "David Kopperud" <DKopperu@cde.ca.gov> 
To: <cjohnson@scoe.org> 
 Subject: Re: FW: Handout on Private Schooling Laws 
Dear Colleagues:

The most recent letter regarding home schooling from CDE is a sample

document from page 57 of the School Attendance Review Boards Handbook 

that may be sent to parents and issued on district letterhead. 

The SARB Handbook is available at

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ai/sb/documents/sarb02.pdf
Exemptions from compulsory public school attendance by attendance in

private schools are verified by the attendance supervisor of the

district or other person designated by the board of education (Education

Code Section 48222).  The State SARB has recommended that the attendance

supervisor or other person use the SARB panel in determining if there is

a violation of compulsory education law in persistent cases.  Since a

claim of home schooling can greatly complicate the "full and impartial

investigation" required by Education Code Section 48290, the State SARB

recommends that the local SARB be used to combine its expertise to

resolve these complex problems. The State SARB has also recommended that

individual "solutions should incorporate the strengths of the family and

build on areas in which the family has assets."(page 4)  This approach

is based more on the needs of the child than on clarification of the

law.
The letter recommended by State SARB presents the SARB meeting as

supportive, not punitive or judgmental. SARB's challenge is to make a

full and impartial investigation and involve families and youth in

selecting services and resources and in developing solutions to school

attendance problems. The letter emphasizes collaborative problem solving

with the family and student. Legal actions are reserved only "in the

event that any such parent, guardian, or other person continually and

willfully fails to respond to directives of the school attendance review

board or services provided." (Education Code Section 48291)

Using local SARBs to determine individual cases may make more sense

than CDE issuing a general statement that applies to all cases, since

each parent and child's situation and response to the panel is in some

way unique.
David Kopperud

Education Programs Consultant

California Department of Education

Counseling and Student Support Services

1430 N Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 327-5930

FAX (916) 323-6061

dkopperu@cde.ca.gov

>>> Cindy Johnson <cjohnson@scoe.org> 07/21/04 03:43PM >>>

Dear Colleagues.  Below is an e-mail "conversation" between my

secretary and CDE Legal Department.  I was looking to obtain the latest version of

the Summary of Laws pertaining to private schools.  I'm dismayed at the

response.  I don't believe this is any secret document.  I'm not sure

I understand why Legal wouldn't keep the document up-to-date and

distribute it through the CDE Private School office to assist new private schools in

meeting their legal requirements.  I certainly don't understand why COE's or

districts can't have a copy.  Meanwhile, I have another version without

a date, but which I believe is newer than 1997.  But, does anybody have

the 2002 version?  

Hope you're enjoying your summer.  Cindy

------ Forwarded Message

From: "Roger Wolfertz" <RWolfert@cde.ca.gov>

Date: Wed, 21 Jul 2004 14:44:31 -0700

To: <mclair@scoe.org>

Subject: Re: Handout on Private Schooling Laws

Sorry. Can't do it.
>>> Marguerite Clair <mclair@scoe.org> 07/21/04 01:58PM >>>

Thank you for your response.  For our own reference, we would

appreciate a copy of the 2002 revision.  We would agree to not distribute it

further. Please advise.

> The  Summary of which you request a copy was last revised on October

30, 2002.  We are discussing whether and how to revise this publication.

In the meantime the Department is not distributing the Summary.

> 

>>>> Marguerite Clair <mclair@scoe.org> 07/16/04 11:14AM >>>

> 

> ------ Forwarded Message

> From: Marguerite Clair <mclair@scoe.org>

> Date: Fri, 16 Jul 2004 11:00:38 -0700

> To: <rwolfert@cde.ca.gov>, <wwarrine@cde.ca.gov>

> Subject: Handout on Private Schooling Laws

> 

> Dear Sir,

> re: "Summary of California Laws Relating to the Establishment and

> Maintenance of Private Schooling in Kindergarten, Elementary and High

> School Grades" -- 

> 

> Please advise if the November 1997 version of this summary is the most

> current.  If so, please email us a copy.

> 

> When a new one is issued, will it be posted on the CDE website?

> 

> Thank you for your assistance,

> Marguerite Clair

> Sonoma County Office of Education

> Administrative Support Secretary

> Youth Services/Safe Schools

> 

>

