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Special Education Income 
Short version of SELPA funding 
 
·Prior Year BASE (function of ADA/unique SELPA rate) + 

Cost of Living increase + Growth/Decline + a few  more 
things  = Entitlement  
·Subtract from the Entitlement the amounts received by the 

SELPA from Federal IDEA/Pl94142 funds and specific taxes 
allocated to special education and you will arrive at the level 
of State Aid. 

 
·While each SELPA is unique in terms of funding levels, but 

special education expenditures will still typically exceed 
funding from state and federal sources by about 43%. 
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More detail on the άDeductsέ 
Federal Funding for Special Education & Property Tax 

Federal funds (Pl94142/IDEA) allocated to your SELPA are 
treated as a deduction, similar to the relationship between 
Revenue Limit funding and property taxes.  The only 
exception to this is for some small federal special education 
grants and Charter SELPAs. 

 

Your unique SELPA allocation plan will typically have the same 
relationship, e.g. an increase in federal funds results in a 
reduction in state funds.  Federal IDEA funds are allocated to 
the SELPA based on a complex statewide formula involving 
base year allocations, poverty counts, and CBEDS counts.  
Each  SELPA will then have their own internal distribution. 

 

Property Tax.  County offices have a portion of their property 
taxes allocated to the SELPA in which they are a member.  
This is based on historical 1970 ratios.  There are additional 
property tax allocations from ñbasic aidò counties that roll 
over into the special education calculation. 

State Aid  

Federal /Taxes  
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Basic Formula 
Basic formula (with a few more details) 

·Prior Year BASE amount 
·A function of K-12 P-2 ADA and SELPA unique rate 

·Adjusted for decline in ADA ɀ loss at SELPA unique prior year rate 
($600 to $1,000 depending on SELPA rate) 

·Declining enrollment guarantee (greater of CY or PY ADA) 

·Adjusted for Growth in ADA -  $465.44 (State Target Rate) 

 

·Statewide Target Rate is $617.90 but divided into a 
state and federal component. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Statewide Average (Target Rate)  $                 617.90 

 State Portion  $                 465.44 

 Federal Portion  $                 152.46 
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Declining  

Enrollment  

SELPA 

2009-10 

85 SELPAs in decline 

(page 1) 

SELPA

 2009-10 

AB602 CY P2 

ADA 

 2008-09 

AB602 CY P2 

ADA 

 Growth or 

Decline 

 Base Rate 

(2008-09) 

1 19-CJ Los Angeles Unified 637,213.84    648,949.28    (11,735.44)     718.09$          

2 37-BW San Diego City Unified 116,770.52    120,479.18    (3,708.66)       726.83$          

3 37-PB North Inland 43,617.26      45,152.05      (1,534.79)       637.88$          

4 19-DC Mid-Cities 70,411.85      71,835.96      (1,424.11)       639.54$          

5 19-DY West San Gabriel 94,987.88      96,341.34      (1,353.46)       637.44$          

6 36-TT East Valley 82,651.99      83,899.61      (1,247.62)       640.54$          

7 30-MM North Orange 50,304.45      51,543.22      (1,238.77)       636.20$          

8 19-DL Long Beach Unified 82,605.48      83,807.29      (1,201.81)       638.90$          

9 19-DZ Puente Hills 36,383.53      37,572.29      (1,188.76)       641.67$          

10 48-BT Solano County 47,030.86      48,067.81      (1,036.95)       637.11$          

11 19-DE Pomona Unified 28,004.76      29,034.88      (1,030.12)       638.23$          

12 19-BY Whittier Area Cooperative 47,983.76      48,963.12      (979.36)           644.15$          

13 19-DX East San Gabriel 107,944.19    108,869.38    (925.19)           638.23$          

14 19-DA Antelope Valley 77,489.03      78,409.89      (920.86)           629.81$          

15 36-SS West End 119,858.34    120,658.46    (800.12)           636.05$          

16 10-BQ Fresno Unified 70,790.67      71,561.15      (770.48)           643.17$          

17 43-NC Santa Clara COE IV 31,427.77      32,102.41      (674.64)           625.29$          

18 30-MB South Orange 33,865.34      34,537.72      (672.38)           636.90$          

19 48-CD Vallejo City Unified 14,904.62      15,538.35      (633.73)           656.36$          

20 34-BS Sacramento City Unified 45,063.44      45,654.32      (590.88)           643.03$          

21 37-PP North Coastal 109,078.94    109,661.95    (583.01)           631.40$          

22 33-CH Riverside Unified 40,411.68      40,992.91      (581.23)           639.76$          

23 50-ZZ Modesto City Schools 28,382.77      28,960.59      (577.82)           638.33$          

24 19-DU Norwalk-La Mirada/ABC 39,972.69      40,535.58      (562.89)           641.26$          

25 45-AO Shasta County 26,131.59      26,693.04      (561.45)           679.93$          

26 07-BA Mt. Diablo Unified 32,789.52      33,324.12      (534.60)           694.96$          

27 09-BU El Dorado County 23,086.45      23,613.71      (527.26)           633.84$          

28 30-MA Greater Anaheim 57,308.55      57,828.03      (519.48)           635.48$          

29 01-CS Mid-Alameda County 48,121.55      48,640.17      (518.62)           636.01$          

30 04-CE Butte County 29,682.94      30,182.78      (499.84)           703.47$          

31 12-UU Humboldt/Del Norte 21,180.65      21,678.83      (498.18)           639.16$          

32 36-TA San Bernardino City Unified 50,229.73      50,692.43      (462.70)           636.45$          

33 01-CU Tri-Valley 34,551.99      34,965.96      (413.97)           624.76$          

34 49-AV Sonoma County 67,317.99      67,729.58      (411.59)           719.44$          

35 56-AG Ventura County 146,026.36    146,427.18    (400.82)           636.36$          

36 43-ND Mt. Pleasant Elementary 114,353.71    114,738.39    (384.68)           636.17$          

37 19-DN Pasadena Unified 19,080.91      19,465.02      (384.11)           682.91$          

38 07-AZ West Contra Costa Unified 28,301.04      28,681.08      (380.04)           732.82$          

39 34-CN San Juan Unified 43,965.76      44,333.45      (367.69)           642.03$          

6 



Declining Enrollment  

SELPAs in 2009-10 

(page 2) 

SELPA

 2009-10 

AB602 CY P2 

ADA 

 2008-09 

AB602 CY P2 

ADA 

 Growth or 

Decline 

 Base Rate 

(2008-09) 

40 30-BN Santa Ana Unified 54,954.53      55,309.79      (355.26)           636.77$          

41 19-DM Downey-Montebello 53,709.97      54,056.04      (346.07)           637.57$          

42 01-CL Oakland Unified 41,678.89      41,992.71      (313.82)           696.57$          

43 17-CC Lake County 8,659.53         8,943.97         (284.44)           653.69$          

44 23-AQ Mendocino County 12,162.48      12,444.55      (282.07)           980.86$          

45 30-BI Northeast Orange 30,583.14      30,857.96      (274.82)           636.65$          

46 55-TU Tuolumne County 6,357.33         6,626.09         (268.76)           679.07$          

47 37-PA South County 91,276.61      91,525.51      (248.90)           640.73$          

48 40-AJ San Luis Obispo County32,817.03      33,060.15      (243.12)           637.14$          

49 42-AR Santa Barbara County 62,733.37      62,972.31      (238.94)           636.39$          

50 24-VV Merced County 53,280.71      53,515.31      (234.60)           662.63$          

51 15-BB Bakersfield City Elementary25,576.97      25,792.72      (215.75)           636.83$          

52 19-DJ Foothill 45,315.85      45,529.47      (213.62)           641.29$          

53 25-CM Modoc County 1,524.72         1,722.88         (198.16)           1,077.78$      

54 36-RA Morongo Unified 8,859.11         9,048.13         (189.02)           657.82$          

55 58-BC Yuba County 14,718.80      14,903.08      (184.28)           624.88$          

56 34-BJ Sacramento County 57,979.03      58,162.59      (183.56)           629.70$          

57 03-MD Amador County 4,193.78         4,375.68         (181.90)           677.34$          

58 57-BH Yolo County 27,930.78      28,108.82      (178.04)           636.59$          

59 05-CV Calaveras County 6,016.46         6,191.56         (175.10)           678.38$          

60 47-AU Siskiyou County 5,709.90         5,872.02         (162.12)           808.52$          

61 39-BR Stockton City Unified 35,218.52      35,377.66      (159.14)           636.70$          

62 52-AE Tehama County 10,290.68      10,445.54      (154.86)           687.81$          

63 09-CP Lake Tahoe USD/Alpine3,835.95         3,985.93         (149.98)           653.41$          

64 32-AA Plumas USD 2,228.51         2,367.42         (138.91)           644.15$          

65 30-BO Garden Grove Unified 46,479.86      46,614.88      (135.02)           662.26$          

66 13-BZ Imperial County 34,523.31      34,655.45      (132.14)           631.49$          

67 07-AY Contra Costa 70,866.90      70,998.54      (131.64)           691.70$          

68 11-CI Glenn County 5,470.23         5,590.59         (120.36)           747.59$          

69 30-BM Orange Unified 28,972.64      29,085.32      (112.68)           644.85$          

70 53-AH Trinity County 1,582.27         1,687.61         (105.34)           952.85$          

71 15-SI Sierra Sands Unified 5,073.72         5,177.13         (103.41)           636.64$          

72 29-NV Nevada County 12,526.57      12,613.64      (87.07)             637.29$          

73 01-CT Mission Valley 50,367.86      50,449.51      (81.65)             636.63$          

74 35-SB San Benito County 10,772.36      10,849.75      (77.39)             636.27$          

75 01-CR North Region 25,158.32      25,230.13      (71.81)             696.81$          

76 36-FA Fontana Unified 38,982.07      39,034.51      (52.44)             634.42$          

77 39-DQ Lodi Area 31,255.44      31,306.84      (51.40)             619.71$          

78 19-BX Tri-City 22,371.87      22,421.97      (50.10)             669.61$          

79 50-XX Stanislaus County 70,553.98      70,598.17      (44.19)             630.10$          

80 44-PV Pajaro Valley 18,503.60      18,547.45      (43.85)             681.78$          

81 06-AD Colusa County 4,273.80         4,314.56         (40.76)             631.48$          

82 26-CB Mono County 1,562.18         1,597.97         (35.79)             784.71$          

83 46-AW Sierra County 438.84            471.40            (32.56)             736.44$          

84 19-DG Southwest 102,315.09    102,345.97    (30.88)             643.51$          

85 30-MC Anaheim Elementary 18,584.36      18,603.48      (19.12)             639.74$          
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Growing SELPAs 
·2009-10 Growth SELPAs 

·37 in growth mode 

 

2009-10 SELPAs: 

·85 decline 

·37 growth 

·1 Charter SELPA 

·1 LA court schools 

124 total SELPA  

 

SELPA

 2009-10 

AB602 CY P2 

ADA 

 2008-09 

AB602 CY P2 

ADA 

 Growth or 

Decline 

 Base Rate 

(2008-09) 

1 34-FC Folsom-Cordova Unified 18,350.81      18,303.17      47.64               628.80$          

2 19-DF Santa Clarita 50,939.47      50,888.83      50.64               622.89$          

3 20-AB Madera/Mariposa 30,108.69      30,048.04      60.65               626.94$          

4 18-AL Lassen County 4,781.19         4,702.79         78.40               859.52$          

5 15-AM Kern County 99,550.48      99,451.29      99.19               625.29$          

6 15-AF Kern Union High 34,780.62      34,674.28      106.34            613.76$          

7 34-EG Elk Grove Unified 59,028.51      58,915.44      113.07            642.74$          

8 16-AC Kings County 26,997.32      26,874.55      122.77            627.45$          

9 30-BL Newport-Mesa Unified 20,736.37      20,610.43      125.94            637.87$          

10 30-BK West Orange 46,841.86      46,708.08      133.78            691.72$          

11 28-CF Napa County 19,489.51      19,346.36      143.15            688.10$          

12 43-NF Santa Clara COE VII 14,323.67      14,167.11      156.56            649.83$          

13 33-MV Moreno Valley Unified 34,174.56      33,982.91      191.65            645.61$          

14 37-PW Poway Unified 32,574.82      32,364.95      209.87            632.71$          

15 54-CG Tulare County 91,677.27      91,450.87      226.40            627.29$          

16 30-CO Capistrano Unified 50,984.83      50,749.59      235.24            627.35$          

17 10-FB Clovis Unified 36,141.62      35,898.22      243.40            622.31$          

18 44-SC North Santa Cruz County 18,340.30      18,078.44      261.86            717.00$          

19 31-PL Placer County 64,815.54      64,515.96      299.58            622.59$          

20 30-BP Irvine Unified 26,165.07      25,860.81      304.26            640.88$          

21 51-BV Sutter County 19,307.90      19,002.90      305.00            612.16$          

22 10-BE Fresno County 75,831.10      75,474.00      357.10            625.00$          

23 43-QQ Santa Clara COE II 33,766.73      33,406.96      359.77            625.10$          

24 43-NB Santa Clara COE III 35,964.33      35,589.66      374.67            818.23$          

25 14-BF Inyo County 3,224.60         2,840.61         383.99            653.86$          

26 27-AS Monterey County 67,179.31      66,778.32      400.99            635.27$          

27 21-AT Marin County 28,739.59      28,337.48      402.11            871.50$          

28 43-NN Santa Clara 1 23,349.11      22,921.58      427.53            642.56$          

29 38-WW San Francisco County 53,045.63      52,579.49      466.14            827.62$          

30 39-BD San Joaquin County 62,920.82      62,421.83      498.99            630.46$          

31 41-CA San Mateo County 87,413.91      86,863.29      550.62            682.24$          

32 33-EN Corona-Norco Unified 50,549.27      49,946.98      602.29            611.54$          

33 30-YY Tustin Unified 21,600.69      20,928.56      672.13            619.78$          

34 07-SR San Ramon Valley Unified 27,112.59      26,221.88      890.71            675.09$          

35 37-PC East County 72,464.58      71,195.40      1,269.18         649.39$          

36 36-RR Desert/Mountain 98,305.35      96,663.91      1,641.44         612.62$          

37 33-AN Riverside County 276,379.31    274,009.72    2,369.59         614.61$          

8 



How different is SELPA funding 
statewide? 

 ·2009-10  (Unique SELPA Rate) 
·SELPAs come in varying sizes and configurations  

·Single LEA SELPA 

·Multi LEA SELPA 

·Rural SELPA 

· Small (Sierra County 438 ADA) 

·Large (LA Unified 637,000 ADA) 

·Charter SELPA   (different funding formula) 
· El Dorado 13,700 ADA in 2009-10 

· LA COE Charter SELPA (new in 2010-11) 

·LA Court School SELPA (different funding formula) 
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Sorted by Base Rate (high to low) 
 

SELPAs with base 
rate over $700 

 

17 SELPAs 

SELPA

 2009-10 

AB602 CY P2 

ADA 

 Base Rate 

(2008-09) 

1 25-CM Modoc County 1,524.72         1,077.78         

2 23-AQ Mendocino County 12,162.48      980.86            

3 53-AH Trinity County 1,582.27         952.85            

4 21-AT Marin County 28,739.59      871.50            

5 18-AL Lassen County 4,781.19         859.52            

6 38-WW San Francisco County 53,045.63      827.62            

7 43-NB Santa Clara COE III 35,964.33      818.23            

8 47-AU Siskiyou County 5,709.90         808.52            

9 26-CB Mono County 1,562.18         784.71            

10 11-CI Glenn County 5,470.23         747.59            

11 46-AW Sierra County 438.84            736.44            

12 07-AZ West Contra Costa Unified 28,301.04      732.82            

13 37-BW San Diego City Unified 116,770.52    726.83            

14 49-AV Sonoma County 67,317.99      719.44            

15 19-CJ Los Angeles Unified 637,213.84    718.09            

16 44-SC North Santa Cruz County 18,340.30      717.00            

17 04-CE Butte County 29,682.94      703.47            
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Sorted by Base Rate (high to low) 

 

 

SELPAs with base 
rate greater  

than $650  

but less than $700 

 

23 SELPAs 

1 01-CR North Region 25,158.32      696.81            

2 01-CL Oakland Unified 41,678.89      696.57            

3 07-BA Mt. Diablo Unified 32,789.52      694.96            

4 30-BK West Orange 46,841.86      691.72            

5 07-AY Contra Costa 70,866.90      691.70            

6 28-CF Napa County 19,489.51      688.10            

7 52-AE Tehama County 10,290.68      687.81            

8 19-DN Pasadena Unified 19,080.91      682.91            

9 41-CA San Mateo County 87,413.91      682.24            

10 44-PV Pajaro Valley 18,503.60      681.78            

11 45-AO Shasta County 26,131.59      679.93            

12 55-TU Tuolumne County 6,357.33         679.07            

13 05-CV Calaveras County 6,016.46         678.38            

14 03-MD Amador County 4,193.78         677.34            

15 07-SR San Ramon Valley Unified 27,112.59      675.09            

16 19-BX Tri-City 22,371.87      669.61            

17 24-VV Merced County 53,280.71      662.63            

18 30-BO Garden Grove Unified 46,479.86      662.26            

19 36-RA Morongo Unified 8,859.11         657.82            

20 48-CD Vallejo City Unified 14,904.62      656.36            

21 14-BF Inyo County 3,224.60         653.86            

22 17-CC Lake County 8,659.53         653.69            

23 09-CP Lake Tahoe USD/Alpine 3,835.95         653.41            
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Sorted by Base Rate  
(high to low) 

 

SELPAs with base rate 
less than $650  

but 

greater than $625 

 

66 SELPAs 

 

1 43-NF Santa Clara COE VII 14,323.67      649.83            

2 37-PC East County 72,464.58      649.39            

3 33-MV Moreno Valley Unified 34,174.56      645.61            

4 30-BM Orange Unified 28,972.64      644.85            

5 19-BY Whittier Area Cooperative 47,983.76      644.15            

6 32-AA Plumas USD 2,228.51         644.15            

7 19-DG Southwest 102,315.09    643.51            

8 10-BQ Fresno Unified 70,790.67      643.17            

9 34-BS Sacramento City Unified 45,063.44      643.03            

10 34-EG Elk Grove Unified 59,028.51      642.74            

11 43-NN Santa Clara 1 23,349.11      642.56            

12 34-CN San Juan Unified 43,965.76      642.03            

13 19-DZ Puente Hills 36,383.53      641.67            

14 19-DJ Foothill 45,315.85      641.29            

15 19-DU Norwalk-La Mirada/ABC 39,972.69      641.26            

16 30-BP Irvine Unified 26,165.07      640.88            

17 37-PA South County 91,276.61      640.73            

18 36-TT East Valley 82,651.99      640.54            

19 33-CH Riverside Unified 40,411.68      639.76            

20 30-MC Anaheim Elementary 18,584.36      639.74            

21 19-DC Mid-Cities 70,411.85      639.54            

22 12-UU Humboldt/Del Norte 21,180.65      639.16            

23 19-DL Long Beach Unified 82,605.48      638.90            

24 50-ZZ Modesto City Schools 28,382.77      638.33            

25 19-DE Pomona Unified 28,004.76      638.23            

26 19-DX East San Gabriel 107,944.19    638.23            

27 37-PB North Inland 43,617.26      637.88            

28 30-BL Newport-Mesa Unified 20,736.37      637.87            

29 19-DM Downey-Montebello 53,709.97      637.57            

30 19-DY West San Gabriel 94,987.88      637.44            

31 29-NV Nevada County 12,526.57      637.29            

32 40-AJ San Luis Obispo County 32,817.03      637.14            

33 48-BT Solano County 47,030.86      637.11            

34 30-MB South Orange 33,865.34      636.90            

35 15-BB Bakersfield City Elementary 25,576.97      636.83            

36 30-BN Santa Ana Unified 54,954.53      636.77            

37 39-BR Stockton City Unified 35,218.52      636.70            

38 30-BI Northeast Orange 30,583.14      636.65            

39 15-SI Sierra Sands Unified 5,073.72         636.64            

40 01-CT Mission Valley 50,367.86      636.63            

41 57-BH Yolo County 27,930.78      636.59            

42 36-TA San Bernardino City Unified 50,229.73      636.45            

43 42-AR Santa Barbara County 62,733.37      636.39            

44 56-AG Ventura County 146,026.36    636.36            

45 35-SB San Benito County 10,772.36      636.27            

46 30-MM North Orange 50,304.45      636.20            

47 43-ND Mt. Pleasant Elementary 114,353.71    636.17            

48 36-SS West End 119,858.34    636.05            

49 01-CS Mid-Alameda County 48,121.55      636.01            

50 30-MA Greater Anaheim 57,308.55      635.48            

51 27-AS Monterey County 67,179.31      635.27            

52 36-FA Fontana Unified 38,982.07      634.42            

53 09-BU El Dorado County 23,086.45      633.84            

54 37-PW Poway Unified 32,574.82      632.71            

55 13-BZ Imperial County 34,523.31      631.49            

56 06-AD Colusa County 4,273.80         631.48            

57 37-PP North Coastal 109,078.94    631.40            

58 39-BD San Joaquin County 62,920.82      630.46            

59 50-XX Stanislaus County 70,553.98      630.10            

60 19-DA Antelope Valley 77,489.03      629.81            

61 34-BJ Sacramento County 57,979.03      629.70            

62 34-FC Folsom-Cordova Unified 18,350.81      628.80            

63 16-AC Kings County 26,997.32      627.45            

64 30-CO Capistrano Unified 50,984.83      627.35            

65 54-CG Tulare County 91,677.27      627.29            

66 20-AB Madera/Mariposa 30,108.69      626.94            
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Sorted by Base Rate (high to low) 
 

 

SELPAs with base 
rate less than $625 

 

16 SELPAs 

1 43-NC Santa Clara COE IV 31,427.77      625.29            

2 15-AM Kern County 99,550.48      625.29            

3 43-QQ Santa Clara COE II 33,766.73      625.10            

4 10-BE Fresno County 75,831.10      625.00            

5 58-BC Yuba County 14,718.80      624.88            

6 01-CU Tri-Valley 34,551.99      624.76            

7 19-DF Santa Clarita 50,939.47      622.89            

8 31-PL Placer County 64,815.54      622.59            

9 10-FB Clovis Unified 36,141.62      622.31            

10 30-YY Tustin Unified 21,600.69      619.78            

11 39-DQ Lodi Area 31,255.44      619.71            

12 33-AN Riverside County 276,379.31    614.61            

13 15-AF Kern Union High 34,780.62      613.76            

14 36-RR Desert/Mountain 98,305.35      612.62            

15 51-BV Sutter County 19,307.90      612.16            

16 33-EN Corona-Norco Unified 50,549.27      611.54            
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Looking forward 

·The next slides will 
identify additional parts 
of the formula for special 
education funding and 
identify some of the 
current issues/concerns 
that surround them.  

 

 

ÉBifurcated Rate 

 

ÉDeclining Enrollment  

 

ÉCharter Schools 
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Bifurcated Rate 
 New in 2005-06. 
·We have discussed that a SELPA receives a rate per ADA 

that ranges from $617 to $1,000.   In 2005-06, the Statewide 
Target Rate was divided into two parts (bifurcated); State 
portion/Federal portion.   
 
·In the past, new federal dollars received by the state were 

used to pay for COLA/Growth. That became  ñproblematicò  
from the federal view point.   By bifurcating the rate,  the 
state could use state dollars to pay for COLA/growth on the 
state portion and federal dollars to pay for COLA/Growth 
on federal portion. 
 
·0ÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÓÏÌÖÅÄȣȢÂÕÔ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÎÅ× ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓ ÃÒÅÁÔÅÄȣ 
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Example below of COLA/Growth Calculation ς before/after (using 2007-08 Data) 
See line 6ς COLA declines almost $7 per ADA 
See Line 7 ς Growth Rate per ADA declines $159 
See line 8 ς Effective COLA is 3.37% NOT 4.53% 
Sample SELPA  (100,000 ADA) loss of $1.5 million 
 
 

Example using 2007-08 Statewide target data Current

Calculation 

Prior to

 2005-06 Change

Prior Year Statewide Target Rate (STR)  State and Federal 1 589.36           589.36           

Prior Year Supplement to Base Rate 2 8.37               8.37               

Prior Year bifurcated STR (Excludes federal) 3 436.90           589.36           

Prior Year STR plus Prior Year Supplement to Base Rate  (line 2 +3) 4 445.27           597.73           

Current Year Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) Factor 5 0.0453           0.0453           

Current Year COLA Rate (line 4 x 5) 6 20.17 27.08 6.91

Current Year STR (line 4 + 5) 7 465.44           624.81           159.37

Effective COLA ($20.17/ $597.73) 8 3.37%

SELPA of 100,000 ADA, growing at 5%

Loss per 

ADA ADA

Loss of 

funding in one 

year

COLA loss 6.91 100,000         691,000         

Growth ADA loss 159.37 5,000             796,850         

  Total 1,487,850      

Bifurcated Rate ɀ Example 
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Bifurcated Rate ς An Equity Issue 
·Cost of Living Increase 
·COLA for all SELPAs based on statewide average 

·But since 2005-06, it is calculated on the State Target 
portion  

·Therefore a 5% COLA translates to 3.76% 

 

 

 

·Growth 
·Growing districts (and growth charter schools) are 

tremendously disadvantaged because growth is funded 
at $465 ɀ not $617.90 

 

1 Statewide target rate State 465.44$     23.25$       5.00%

2 Statewide target rate Federal 152.46$     

3 COLA as % of Total Rate 617.90$     23.25$       3.76%
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Declining Enrollment - An Equity Issue 
 
·SELPA Growth is based on SELPA K-12 ADA increases 

and funded at statewide average (@$465).  Special 
education pupil count does not affect growth. 

 

·If your SELPA is declining, there is a safety net.  
Funding is based on greater of current year or prior 
year funded SELPA ADA.  The problem is that you may 
have growing and declining districts.  E.g. district A 
grows 100 students and district B declines 100 
students.  Growth money for SELPA?  -0-.  District A 
funding for the additional 100 students?  Your 
allocation plan will define if the money is taken from 
District B or if District A receives NO increase. 
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Declining Enrollment - An Equity Issue 
 
·If growth is funded at $465 then you would expect that 

declining enrollment adjustments to SELPA funding would 
be $465?  NO.  Declines are funded at SELPA unique rate ɀ 
from $600 to $1,000 per ADA.  

 

·Your allocation plan must define how that impacts each 
LEA. 

 

·Equity Solutions: 

· SELPA Funding should be based on greater of current or 
prior year ADA by LEA NOT by SELPA.   

·Decline in ADA should be done at statewide average rate.  

 
19 



Declining Enrollment - Charter Complication 

SELPA declines by 200 ADA. District A declines by 100 
and District B declines by 100. NO loss to District A 
& B because SELPA is funded on prior year ADA. 

 
But what if a Charter joined the SELPA with 200 ADA. 

Total SELPA growth = 0.  Money for growth = 0.  
How does the Charter get money for 200 ADA?   

 Take away some amounts from District A and B?  
Allocation plan must address this issue. 

 
Additional note:  
A Charter joins the SELPA and generates $465 per ADA 

revenue for the SELPA.  Charter leaves the SELPA?  
SELPA base is decreased at the unique SELPA  rate 
($600 to $1,000). 
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Charter Schools as a School of the Authorizing LEA 

·E.C. 47646 (b) ȣÅÁÃÈ ÃÈÁÒÔÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ȣÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÓ ÁÎ ÅÑÕÉÔÁÂÌÅ 
ÓÈÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÕÎÄÉÎÇȣȢ 
·E.C. 47646 (c) ȣÅÁÃÈ ÃÈÁÒÔÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȣ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÓ ÁÎ 

equitable share of its charter school block grant funding to 
support district -×ÉÄÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ȣ 
ȣȣÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ 3%,0! ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÅÓÅ Ô×Ï ÃÏÄÅ 
ÐÒÏÖÉÓÉÏÎÓȣȣ 

 
And adding to the mix, there are additional options based on  

action taken by the State Board in January, 2010:  
ɆAll Charter SELPA (El Dorado County is the AU) 
ɆLACOE approved as Charter SELPA for 2010-11 
ɆCharters as a ñsubsetò of existing SELPAs (within and 

outside of geographic area)   
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Innovative Options 

for Charter Schools 

in the Los Angeles 

Unified School 

District  
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 Background  

 Since the approval of the Charter Schools Act in 1992, 
there have been two options for charter schools when 
it comes to providing special education services: 

1. /ÐÅÒÁÔÅ ÁÓ Á ȰÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȟȱ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 
typically keeps all state and federal special education 
money and is responsible for providing all special 
education services to students at the charter school.  

2. /ÐÅÒÁÔÅ ÁÓ Á ȰÌÏÃÁÌ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÁÇÅÎÃÙȱ ÆÏÒ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ 
education by joining a SELPA; under this option, the 
SELPA typically passes special education funds to the 
charter and the charter school assumes responsibility 
for providing all special education services.  
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The Challenge 
· In the past, Los Angeles Unified School District charter schools 

operated under a hybrid model:  
· ,!53$ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ άαГ ÁÎÄ ήΪГ ÏÆ ÃÈÁÒÔÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓȭ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÕÎÄÉÎÇ  

· Charter schools provide all special education services to their students.  

 

Å This arrangement has presented challenges for both charter schools 
and the District.  

 

·As a result, at least 93 charter schools submitted letters in June 2010 
notifying LAUSD of their intent to leave the SELPA and pursue 
membership in a new SELPA.   
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The Goal 
 
 Create a viable option for charter schools to remain in the 

LAUSD SELPA that: 
 
VProvides charters schools with the flexibility and autonomy 

to operate their own special education programs; 

VProvides charters schools with the opportunity to 
participate in SELPA-level decisions affecting their school; 

VAllows LAUSD to benefit fiscally from the average daily 
attendance at these charter schools, as well as from the 
encroachment contribution by certain schools 

VAllows LAUSD to benefit programmatically from the 
expertise and innovative education models available at these 
charter schools.  
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The Reorganization 

· One Single -District SELPA  
 

· Two Departments  
· District Operated Programs 

(DOP) 
· Charter Operated Programs 

(COP)  
 

· Three Options for Charters:  
· /ÐÅÒÁÔÅ ÁÓ Á ȰÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȱ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 
Operated Programs 
department  

· Operate independently as 
part of the Charter Operated 
Programs department 

· Apply for LEA status in a 
SELPA outside of LAUSD 
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District Operated Programs 

#ÈÁÒÔÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÓ Á ÔÒÕÅ ȰÓÃÈÏÏÌ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȱ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÌÌ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ 
and privileges extended to any other 
school within LAUSD: 

 

ÅLAUSD retains special education 
funds 

ÅLAUSD provides all services to 
students in the charter school 

ÅCharter Schools pay a fair share 
encroachment to the District  

 

Option 2:  

#ÈÁÒÔÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÒÅÍÁÉÎÓ Á ȰÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȱȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÁÓ ÓÏÍÅ ÁÕÔÏÎÏÍÙ ÁÎÄ 
responsibility for service delivery: 

 

 

·LAUSD retains special education 
funds 

·LAUSD provides all services to 
students in the charter school; 
LAUSD reimburses charter school for 
actual costs   

·Charter schools pay a fair share 
encroachment to the District  

 

Option 1:  
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Charter Operated Programs 

 A charter-only sector of the SELPA that allows charters an 
option to operate autonomously, but with accountability:  
· Charters receive special education funds, minus an Administrative Fee paid for 

the use of the existing SELPA infrastructure 

· Charter schools are responsible for all services and placement options for 
students enrolled in their schools. 

· Charters have full f lexibility and autonomy to control how special education 
services are delivered at the school 

· Charters have access to district-operated services on a fee-for-service basis as 
needed 

· Charter schools may establish service sharing options as well as a model for 
sharing risk. 

· Charters have the ability to participate in governance and decision-making at 
the SELPA level 

· Clear criteria for admission to the Charter-Operated Programs side 
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Building an 

infrastructure for 

special education 

success  
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Approved Contract Outcomes and Deliverables 
 

Alice D. Parker, Ed.D. 
Senior Associate and Project Director, Cross & Joftus 

January 2011 
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ɆNeeds 
Assessment 

ɆData Systems 
Analysis 

ɆStakeholder 
Group 

ɆTrain Teams 
Jan-Mar 

ASSESS, 
ANALYZE, 
CONNECT 

ɆPresent 
findings & 
recommendat
ions 

ɆTrainings 

Apr-July 

BUILD 
CAPACITY 

FOR A NEW 
MODEL  

Aug-Oct 
EVALUATE & 

INSTITUTIONALIZ
E SUCCESSES 
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ɆPre-identification intervention/ Response to Intervention (RtI) (Objective 3)  

 

Ɇ #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÕÍ ÏÆ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ !ÕÔÉÓÍ ɉ/ÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ Ϋȟ άȟ έȟ ήɊ 

 

Ɇ #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÕÍ ÏÆ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÔÏ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÅÈÁÖÉÏÒȾÅÍÏÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ 
(Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4) 

 

Ɇ "ÒÏÁÄ ÓÃÁÌÅ ÔÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ɉ/ÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ Ϋȟ άȟ έȟ ήɊ 

 

Ɇ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÔÔÉÎÇ 
edge programs (Objectives 1, 3, 4) 

 

Ɇ $ÁÔÁ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ɉ/ÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅ άɊ 

 

Ɇ !ÓÓÅÓÓÍÅÎÔÓ ɉÎÅÅÄÓ ÁÓÓÅÓÓÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 
implementation) (Objectives 1, 2, 4) 

 

Ɇ %ØÔÅÎÄÅÄ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 9ÅÁÒ ÆÏÒ άΪΫΪ-2011 (Objective 5). 
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1.      Develop a stakeholder group.  

 

2. Determine current special education services, current level 
of outcomes from those services.  

 

3.     Determine compliance with state and federal special 
education laws and regulations as well as the Modified 
Consent Decree (MCD) within the services provided. 

 

4.     Determine what research based strategies shown to yield 
the highest improvement results are in place and develop a 
plan to increase the use of strategies across all the schools. 
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